XVIIL   FATEHPUR SIKRI AND JAIPUR
BY ALDOUS HUXLEY
From Jesting Pilate
IT is a salutary desire to * see ourselves as others see us ',
but unfortunately few tourists and travellers are worth
paying attention to. Here is a charming exception and
you may read here the reactions of a cultured European
to some of the famous places of Northern India.
FATEHPUR SIKRI
AKBAR built the city as a small personal tribute to
himself. The vanity of Indian potentates had a way of
running to brand new cities. Witness Jai Singh's
Jaipur, five miles from the existing and perfectly satis-
factory town of Amber; Jodha's Jodhpur, an hour's
walk from Mandor; the Udaipur of Udai Singh next
door to Arh, An expensive form of royal vanity; but
one for which the modern tourist should be grateful
There is nothing more picturesque than a deserted city.
nothing more mournfully romantic. These deserted
cities of Northern India are particularly romantic
because, being relatively modern, they are all in an
excellent state of preservation. For a building that is
intact, but deserted, is much more romantic, more